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Buchanõs greatest resources are its pristine natural 

environment and, a circle of volunteers who support 

a cohesive and vibrant community and newcomers to 

the area who bring new ideas and enthusiasm to 

expand the scope of what can be achieved. This mix 

of people combine to give this district a unique 

character. 

 

(Buchan and Districts Community Plan 2017-2021) 
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Community Vision  
 

The newly formed Buchan 

Gelantipy & Districts Renewal 

Association coordinated a 

community survey during 2020 

in response to understanding 

community needs. A specific 

question on the communityôs 

vision identified the following 

words for the future vision. A 

formalized vision will be 

prepared as part of the Buchan 

Community Renewal Plan, 

which will soon be developed. 

 

 

Tourism Vibrant Progressive Healthy Prosperous Sustainable Community 

Progressive Healthy Community Safe Sustainable 

Sustainable Vibrant Welcoming 
 

Community Survey October 2020

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

IT IS THOUGHT THAT THE NAME BUCHAN WAS 

TAKEN FROM AN ABORIGINAL WORD BUKKAN-

MUNGIE, TO WHICH VARIOUS MEANINGS HAVE  

BEEN ASCRIBED. ONE INTERPRETATION  

IS ôPLACE OF GRASS BAGõ AND  

ANOTHER IS ôPLACE OF ROCKS  

WITH HOLESõ. 

IN THEMô. 
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Buchan56%

Buchan South19%

Butchers 
Ridge3%

Gelantipy4%

Murrindal3%

W Tree12%

Wulgulmerang 
3%

 

The District 

  

 Buchan District  East Gippsland  

Land area total  225,441 ha (2,254km²) 2,093,053 ha (20,931km²) 

Council land area 6 ha  

Crown land area 180,640 ha  

Private land area 44,795 ha from Community Survey October 2020 

LOCALITY POPULATION   
2016 ABS 

BUCHAN 237 
People 

BUCHAN SOUTH 82 
People 

BUTCHERS RIDGE 11 
People 

GELANTIPY 17 
People 

MURRINDAL 11 
People 

W TREE 50 

People 

WULGULMERANG  13 
People 

WULGULMERANG 
EAST 

7  
People 
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Our People 

  

 Identity and Diversity  

16 people 3.4% EG 2.9% 

Aboriginal Torres Strait Islander  

11% 10.8% EG 

Born overseas  

 

 
 

31 Primary  

schoolers  
5 to 11 years   

47 Young people  
12 to 24 years  

17 
Babies and  

193 Adults  
25 to 60 years   

pre-schoolers  
0 to 4 years  

161 Older Adults  
60+ years  

 

 

<25 years 25-60 years 60+ years

AGE
COHORTS 

BY
POPULATION

  

70 ABS 2016 206 

FAMILIES  HOMES 
 

239 
Males  

 

201 
Females  

54  
Median Ag e 

 

 

458 ABS 2018 
PEOPLE   

 

POPULATION 
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Housing 

 Households Buchan East Gippsland  HOUSING ABS 2016 

 Families with children 19% 20% 

 One-parent Families 8% 8% 

 Couples without children 30% 32% 

 Lone-person households 32% 28%   

 

DWELLINGS 

261  206  1.99   

Total dwellings  Occupied dwellings  Average household size  

Change from 284 (2011)  Change from 203 (2011)  Change from 2.12 (2011)  

 

 

AFFORDABILITY  

$86   

Median weekly rent  

 
8% (EG 12.5%)  

Low levels of households in 

mortgage stress  in East Gippsland 

 

20%   

Houses with a mortgage  

 
0% (EG 33%)  

Low levels of household rental stress  

in East Gippsland 

 

$218   

Median weekly mortgage 

 
77%  

Respondents are happy  about their 

housing situation - Community survey 2020 

 

14%   

Households renting 
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Thriving Economy   

$720   

Median weekly  

household income  

 

 199 
Employment population 

[change 230 in 2011] 

 

40%   

The highest proportion of  
low-income households in 
East Gippsland 

 
 4.1%  

Lower unemployment level 

than East Gippsland 

average of 6.4%  

3%   

Low level of high-income 
households   
[2nd lowest behind Cann 

Valley] 

  44%  
Highest rates of youth 

unemployment in East 

Gippsland  [EG 12.8%]  

 

51%  
Can access a range of 

sports 

 

 5.6%  
Senior (55+) unemployment 

rate  

[EG 5.2%] 

  

31% 
More Buchan residents 

worked in agriculture, 

forestry and fishing than any 

other industry in 2016  

[EG 9%] 

  Significant decrease in employment from 

2011 to 2016 in - 

¶ mining (-9) 

¶ manufacturing (-8) 

¶ agriculture (-6) 

¶ arts and recreation (-5) 

     

  

 

54.5%   24% 
Higher than average 

participationin in paid 

employment (15 years+)  

Declined from 65% (2011) in 

participation  

 
One of Highest rates of youth 

disengagement  

(no education or employment)   

EG [47.9%]  EG [12.8%] 

$ 

ñIf farmers 

arenôt making 

money, neither 

are the local 

businessesò  

ï local Buchan 

retailer  
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Thriving Economy  

The primary employment sector 

in the Buchan District is 

agriculture (sheep and cattle).  

The economy was therefore 

impacted during years of 

sustained drought.  The service 

industry including health, 

education, public administration 

and safety employs around 50 

people, but some of these jobs 

be outside of the Buchan 

District.  Other significant 

employers which are Parks 

Victoria in peak times employ 

up to 37 people, mostly locals, 

with a baseline staff of around 

24 people.  

The retail and hospitality sector 

is also a significant employer. 

Buchan Quarry has around 10 

employees.  The District also 

has Niche economic ventures 

such as a school camp (twelve  

employees), SIBA; - a Tibetan 

Buddhist Centre; organic fruit 

and vegetable production; an 

award winning garlic farming 

(ONTOS), food cooperatives 

(Murrindal and Sunrise) and 

home of WWOOF (World Wide 

Opportunities on Organic 

Farms). The last of the local 

timber mills closed in 2017.  

Resulting in a significant loss of 

local jobs

 

 

Beyond the current economic story for this district are 

the opportunities that the community hopes to 

pursue.  

The community knows that the economic assets that 

it has at its doorstep are ready and waiting; it just 

needs support to investigate and translate these 

assets into a sustainable long-term offering. 

 

Opportunities include: 

    

¶ Expanding the day 

visitor experience; 

giving tourists more 

than a day of things to 

do and see so that they 

stay overnight. 
 

¶ Tapping into the 

nature-based tourism 

experience such as 

fishing, kayaking and 

rafting, horse-riding 

and bushwalking.  
 

¶ Creating a story 

(brand) for the Buchan 

District which may 

include the megafauna 

story, cultural 

connection to the 

landscape and the 

indigenous history.  
 

¶ Embellishing the 

Gippsland Hero 

Experience is the 

Buchan Caves.  

Creating greater on-

park visitor offerings as 

well as a caving 

experience beyond the 

reserve. 
 

  

37% of respondents stated that the 

key challenge the district has had 

over the last 10 years has been the 

lack of employment.  

Community Survey 2020   



 

 
 

8 

 

  



 

 
 

9 

 

Healthy & Sustainable  
Environments 
The Buchan District is home to 

some of the most unique and 

diverse landscapes and ecology 

in Victoria.  Eighty percent 

(1806km²) of this district is 

Crown land designated as state 

forest, national park or similar 

natural area reserve.  Of note is 

the Bucha n Caves Reserve  

and Snowy River National 

Park .  

The natural beauty, spectacular 

limestone-rich valley and hills, 

waterfalls and gorges speak for 

themselves.  A visit to this 

district takes you to the junction 

of the iconic Snowy and Buchan 

Rivers (Balley Hooley), Little 

River Gorge, Tulloch Ard Gorge, 

and Basin Creek Falls amongst 

many other environmental 

attractions. There are pristine 

wilderness areas including 

Alpine Ash and rain-shadow 

Cypress Pine woodlands.  

The Buchan Caves Reserve 

showcases the Buchan-

Murrindal cave system which 

was carved 400 million years 

ago .  There are hundreds of 

documented caves across the 

district.  

Part of the key natural assets 

include vulnerable and 

endangered flora and fauna 

species including Powerful 

Owl , Hooded Robin , Spot -

tailed Quoll  and Growling 

Grass Frog  and Brush -tailed 

Rock Wallaby .  The Limestone 

Blue Wattle (also known as 

Buchan Blue Wattle) is endemic 

to this district (and Lake Tyers) 

and the Leafy Greenhood is one 

of the most significant 

populations in Victoria.  

The Black Summer Fires has 

had a greater impact on 

biodiversity than any other fire 

event for this district.  Stands of 

Limestone Blue Wattle were 

destroyed in the fires.   

While some are naturally 

regenerating, Parks Victoria and 

the local Landcare group are 

initiating the regeneration 

through planting and seeding 

especially in the Buchan Caves 

Reserve.  Similarly, agencies 

are working with landholders in 

the north of district to re-instate 

critical koala habitat which was 

significantly depleted during the 

bushfires. 

 

Overwhelmingly, the respondents of the Community Survey said the key 

opportunities for this district relate to the natural environment. 
The Buchan Gelantipy and Districts Community Survey in 2020 

directly asked respondents what they valued most about living 

in the district.  The greatest response (41%) was the 

environment (including the bush, fresh air, space, caves, beauty 

and farming).  The local community has a significant connection 

to this environment.  

 
  
  

 

ñI would like the district to 

be thriving again with eco -

tourism and sustainable 

farming and bush/forestry 

industriesò 

Community survey 2020 
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Healthy, Resilient and  

Connected Communities 

Much of the premise of the Community Survey 

undertaken in 2020 was around the theme of 

social connection. Understanding the social 

fabric of the community allows community 

leaders and representatives to make informed 

decisions and tailor advocacy where it is most 

needed.   

 

The respondents said:  

82%   

get a sense of belonging  from 

living in the district 

 46%  

agreed that the health and wellbeing  of the 

community is strong; meaning people are 

healthy and prosperous. 13% disagreed  

89%   

agreed that their community is a 

safe  place to live   

 
36%  

disagreed that they could access a range 

of arts and cultural activities  within the 

Buchan District. 32% were satisfied that 

they could access them 

 

69%   

believe that the Buchan District 

has a defined identity  

 51%  
an access a range of sports and 

recreational opportunities  within the 

Buchan District  

67%   

agree that the community is 

connected and inclusive ; and 

everyone feels welcome 

 
SEIFA 951  
One of the  states  most disadvantaged  

regions  

(EGS 958, Regional Vic 977, Vic 1010)  

[ABS Socio-Economic Indexes For Areas] 

 

  

 

Local Buchan kids enjoy a Family 

Fun Day in March 2021  
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Healthy, Resilient and  

Connected Communities 

EDUCATION  

1%  

University attendance  

 

 22%  

Trade qualification  

10% 

University qualification 

 50% 

Highest district with no qualification ï (EG 43%) Equal to 

EG averages for university qualified 10% (EG 11%) and 

trade qualified 22% (EG 23%)  

 

 

 

 

  

 

ACCESS AND TRANSPORT  

Public transport to work 0% 

SERVICE PROVISION 

Services based in the district - 
¶ Buchan Bush Nursing Centre  

¶ Gelantipy Bush Nursing Centre  

¶ Buchan Police Station  

¶ Buchan Primary School  

¶ Buchan Kindergarten  

¶ Buchan Neighbourhood House  

including EGSC Outreach  

¶ Buchan Post Office 
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Cultural Connection to the District 

First Nations people, 
the Gunaikurnai 
have a connection to 
this district that 
stretches back tens of 
thousands of years. 
The Country of the 
Krauatungalung   
cover the area around 
Buchan and Buchan 
River, the Snowy River 
and up to Black 
Mountain. 

 The Buchan Caves area 
was an important meeting 
place during seasonal 
migration. The 
Buchan Caves is now 
a jointly managed reserve 
between the Gunaikurnai 
and Parks Victoria. New 
Guinea Cave in Snowy 
River National Park is also 
jointly managed. These 
caves are one of the oldest 
inhabited caves in the 
world.  

 In 2021, a significant 
grindstone was found at 
Cloggs Cave near Buchan.  
This discovery is of 
significant because of 
microscopic remnant Bogong 
Moth which filled an 
archaeological gap in the 
role Bogong moths played in 
the diet of previous 
generations of Gunaikurnai. 

 

  




















